
The Media in Flanders

Katrien Berte

Dept. of Communication Sciences

Low Countries Studies, 19/02/09

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www2.vlaanderen.be/ned/sites/media/images/camera2.gif&imgrefurl=http://www2.vlaanderen.be/ned/sites/media/FILM/ondersteuningproductie.htm&h=129&w=135&sz=4&hl=nl&start=25&tbnid=-tlCnGMDGsLChM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=92&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmedia%2Bin%2Bflanders%26start%3D18%26ndsp%3D18%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Dnl%26rls%3DSUNA,SUNA:2006-02,SUNA:en%26sa%3DN


Overview

ÅFlemish press

ÅFlemish radio stations

ÅFlemish tv stations

ÅFlemish film



History of the Flemish Press

ÅNewspapers since 17th century

ÅóBoomô of mass newspapers in late 19th 

century, due to:

ïPolitical developments Ą liberal revolution

ïLegal developments Ą less restrictions

ïTechnological advancements Ącheaper

ïSocial developments Ą more people able to read



How many people read newspapers?

Å8 newspapers in Flanders

ÅTotal sales: 944.563 (2006)

ÅTotal readers: 2.907.000 (CIM 2005/2006)

ÅCoverage: 57 % of population (CIM 2005/2006)

ÅDecreasing sales & readership - 2007 
rather stable 

Å2008: End of Het Volk

ÅEconomic crisis: call for government 
support



Flemish newspapers today

Å° 1918, catholic and Flemish nationalist

ÅMost popular quality paper: 92.611 copies a 
day (2006) 

ÅEvolving from conservative paper into
óneutralôpaper, no longer logo
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Flemish newspapers today

Å° 1978 as successor of Vooruit (°1884) and 
Volksgazet (°1914)

ÅOwned by Socialist Party and other
socialist institutions until 1986

ÅProgressive, quality paper

ÅSells 53.863 copies a day (2006)
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Flemish newspapers today

ÅPreviously: Financieel Economische Tijd

ÅBusiness newspaper evolved into general 
newspaper, more towards business

Å° 1968 by VEV (employersô organisation)

ÅSells 37.327 copies a day and after a long 
period of decreasing, now stabilisation (2006)





Flemish newspapers today

Å° 1888, close ties with Liberal party

ÅMost popular newspaper: 279.475 copies a 
day (2006)

ÅEvolved into a tabloid

ÅPictures, colours, crime, sensationalism, 
sports, ...





Flemish newspapers today

ÅDe Gentenaar: ° 1889, only in Ghent, catholic 
background

ÅHet Nieuwsblad: ° 1928, catholic-Flemish

ÅHet Volk: ° 1891, catholic working class

+2008

Å3 different titles, content mostly the same

ÅNieuwsblad/Gentenaar sells 206.530 copies 
a day





Flemish newspapers today

ÅNational-regional newspapers

ÅGazet van Antwerpen: ° 1891, 109.128 (2006)

copies a day, catholic-conservative

ÅHet Belang van Limburg: ° 1933, 99.637 (2006)

copies, catholic background

ÅDifferent titles, but increasingly similar





Flemish newspapers today

ÅFree newspaper

ÅTrain stations, student restaurants and 
companies

Å114.906 copies a day (2005)

ÅVery succesful: more distribution points, more copies


